Law of the Land
Recently a neighbor's tree fell on our fence. We
moved it ourselves and fixed the fence. It cost us

$750. They have another large, dead tree on their
property-this one leaning in the direction of our
barn. We're worried it will fall during the next big
storm. Is there some way to force them to remove
this tree before it tears up our barn?
Under the laws in most states you can't recover for
an injury to person or property until the actual injury has
occurred. I believe your neighbor is liable for the damage
to your fence, and he would most likely be liable if another
tree falls on your barn.
Perhaps you could visit with the neighbor and try to
work out a way to get the tree removed before it falls.
At the very least, send him a letter by certified delivery.
The letter should state that if the tree falls you will seek
damages for harm caused. This won't guarantee you
success if the tree falls, but it will help if you have to seek
damages later. Other than that, all you can do is pray for
a wind blowing away from the barn.

-Scott Tidwell, Tidwell & Tidwell
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Nothing contained herein should be construed as legal advice. The information provided is general only and should not be taken as the law in your particular j urisdiction. Any individual having questions concerning
the status of or requirements under the law for any specific situation should consult a competent attorney. Subscription to

The Progressive Farmer magazine does not create an attorney-client relationship.

Write to Law of the land, 2204 Lakeshore Dr., Suite 415, Birmingham, AL 35209 or e-mail vmyers@progressivefarmer.com.
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